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o fe da (s.g9. paychlastrists,
paychologiata, phyalcians, social workers, and psrsons with gradusts degress in
counseling, relicion and gducaticn), They have providad cha Gounssling Service
with the capacity tc seasl with a broad spectram of proslams. The mara sxpar—
irnced therapiatz have Turther provided the resources nacassary for an on=
nodng ateff training procrasm, particulazly for the lay parsonnsl who make up
the bulk of the telephone—couvnacling staff. When considering the comolaxity
of handling 8 crisis cell {e.g. s suvicide call), as well as ths lack of
treining ewailable even fto protessinnal thecapists dealing with homosexual
probless, the atress vpon zoniinual ip=staff training is readily underatand-
abla. Heeauvas the staff, by and lsroe, are cemmittod ko their individual
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undergracuits claeses, in sgoiltion to the staifs of warious communiby agencis

=1
such a4 the atlantlc Steest Center and Dspartment of Public Assisbence offices.
while thie remeinz an sres which needs grest expsnsion, resasarch has assumed

-an impertant role in the function of Lhe service. Becausa of i1ts uigue accaas

to & considerable and little-rsgarded segrens of eociety, the oounssling servica
has slready contribubted to ressarch consarning the cercition of the sarried
homosexwal, a5 well as ka a study of the ralstionship between homogexpality and
suleide. Several studias raletzd Lo hoposexuality in the Sestile community )
are ourrently orojectsd. Jasives (a3 contriboticns te actiwve researchy, the servics
ts ta progess of cresking a resesrch likrary. Ircluded ln this libeary will be

a collecston of books desling wilh human sexuality, and publicsticons of home-
phile orgenizatione. Even ot ibs present initial small size;the Librazy is

proving itself a vnique and weluaile scurce of infermation for the community at
largs.
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@ thirvo. Althouoh the percentags
s R

ags gruupn ad melor areas of :DnLEntratiDn.

In sddition, we plan to axpend the use of rap groups, sincae peser contact has
provan a safor help to many clients, A women'z group haw been in oparatlon for
the past vear, and we have alreedy started a2 cross-drasssrs' rap giodp and a
rap yroup for pay youkh (20 vesrs and upder). & group for parents of gay peopls
is being planned if sufficvient intersst can be generated to gebt it starbad, Our
bagiec plan is to attempt to start rep groups only in sreaays whers existing gay
gucial and politicsl ovrumnizations ars not messting aseds for peer contack. For
gramploy wo abandoned o Lentalive plair teo start a guy mobhers! geoup Decausa the
Segattle Gay Mothere! Unien has come inte existencs Lo &he last year,

Improveaent of service in apecialized areas is naceasariliy dependent on staff
trainings Our treining nos includes the wse of sGeff From ofhar agenciss wha
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FASGSATE s

Thamaalily dorsuaop™i fouosed on human saseality sk
Hamasaxual arieptaticn.  Modeled afier Nationzal Saex & cdays
Sray Forwr agproacii,

"Guizvida Inbaresabion®: wikh Bruce Cummi from Lrisis dhrs 55
Cliniz, S=alilie, tle Sltressed tachiigous of
Dand Uiy seicivde cells Incluading rale playiog calls,

Follow up individuel work with loss expevienced phona 1 ocall 7
skalT. aazh

Sgiaide Moarastap®: Bluen by Sosbble Mantal Health Insti- 3 hrs 4
Lobes 2 lasbic anc expevicnbizl sasslans (2] on zach

laal iy wicn potentiel suicides,
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