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 $1,845
 April 2016
 Source: Zillow

 $1,251

median rental price
for a duplex/triplex

 $2,595
 April 2016
 Source: Zillow

Single family 
residence

Triplex
3 attached units adjacent to single-family residence

Studio apartment
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$1,554 = average rent 1B / 1B – all units

Single Person Household
Affordable rents at 30% of monthly income for 1 bedroom

Sources: Dupre+Scott Apartment Advisors, Apartment Vacancy Report, 20+ unit buildings, Fall 2015, Seattle-14 market areas; 
WA Employment Security Department, Occupational Employment & Wage Estimates, Seattle-Bellevue-Everett, WA MD, 2014.

$1,838 = average rent 1B / 1B – newly constructed units

How will MHA impact affordability?

$1,009 = rent of 1B / 1B under MHA  

floor area 2,960 sq. ft.
bedrooms 3
height 34 ft.
lot size 5,063 sq. ft.
zone Single Family

median sale price
for a single-family
home

 $637,250
 April 2016

 Source: Seattle Times
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Architectural Concept
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Architectural Concept
SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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THIRD FLOOR PLAN
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Architectural Concept

unit floor area 1,493 sq. ft.
bedrooms 3
height 34 ft.
lot size 3,447 sq. ft.
zone Lowrise

median rental price
for a single-family
home
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average rental price
for a studio

unit floor area 514 sq. ft.
bedrooms 1
height 40 ft.
lot size 4,200 sq. ft.
zone Lowrise

 $1,554average rental price
for a one-bedroom

Childcare Worker & Home Care Aide, one child

Affordable Rent  $1,209

$48,360Household Income

Nurse Assistant & Cook,  two children

$58,822Household Income

Affordable Rent  $1,471

$50,170

Dishwasher & Cashier

Household Income

Affordable Rent  $1,254

Custodian

Affordable Rent  $753

$30,118Household Income

A variety of  housing options
Different types of  housing suit different household needs

Seattle Average Rent, 2 BR / 1 BA  $1,774

Seattle Average Rent, 2 BR / 2 BA  $2,328

Seattle Average Rent, studio  $1,251

Seattle Average Rent, 1 BR  $1,554
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Housing Options
Family-Friendly Housing

What does family-friendly housing look like?

 + 2 or more bedrooms, with emphasis on 3+ bedroom units
 + Spaces within units to gather for meals and other activities
 + Access to suitable outdoor play areas, either locating housing near a 

park or other accessible open space, or including play areas within the 
development

 + Sufficient storage
 + Located in family-friendly buildings/developments
 + Family-friendly buildings or complexes should have at least 50% of the 

total units be designed to be “family-friendly”
 + Safe

Credit: b9 ArchitectsCredit: Bellway

Credit: Catherine BenottoCredit: Schemata Workshop

Credit: Catherine Benotto

Seattle Parks and RecreationSeattle Office of Housing
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Credit: Opticos Design 
“Missing Middle Housing”

Credit: Andrew Pogue Photography

Credit: Cleary O’Farrell / FIVEDOT Credit: Dan Bertolet

1

32

1 An elderly couple divides their home into a single level home with a rental apartment above.
2 A backyard garage becomes a home.
3 A large house is divided into two homes for two different families. These homes are more affordable than a single large house.
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Source: US Dept of Commerce,
"2014 Characteristics of New Housing"

Number of units
2-9
>50

Where did all the small apartment buildings go?
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Source: HUD
Units in buildings with 5+ units
Units in buildings with 2-4 units
Units in single-family homes

The missing middle in Seattle
All homes built in the Seattle metro area, 2005-2014

These types are being built 
in Lowrise multifamily zones 
(LR1, LR2, LR3) 

Inside and outside urban 
centers and villages

These types not being built 
frequently

Lower scale than Lowrise 1

Currently not allowed in 
Single Family Zones

These types are being built 
in urban centers and villages

Arterial corridors

Good transit and amenities

NC and MR zones

Approximately 120,000 
total lots citywide

This image shows a 
lower-scale neighborhood 
that grows over time 
to incorporate a wider 
variety of  housing options 
without only modest 
change in the scale of  
buildings.

A variety of  housing options
Zoning changes to implement MHA could encourage a 
range of  housing options

Midrise

Mixed-use

Neighborhood 
Commercial

“5 over 2”

3- to 4-story apartment 
buildings

Townhouses

Rowhouses

Duplexes & Triplexes
units can be stacked or
placed side-by-side

Cottages
Cluster of  small cottage homes

Courtyard Housing

Single-family 
homes

Single-family homes

ADUs and DADUs

Accessory 
Dwelling Units
ADUs and DADUs
also called mother-in law 
units and backyard cottages


