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The attached memo was prepared for the Office of Housing training:  Selecting a Tenant Screening 
Agency, by Brad A. Meryhew, an attorney in private practice in Seattle who has served on the 
Washington Sex Offender Policy Board since 2008.  The memo addresses the following topics: 
 
 
A.  Ineligibility of dangerous sex offenders for admission to public housing and other federally subsidized 
housing 
 
B. Sex offender registration 

• Lifetime registration 
• Indefinite registration 
• Automatically expiring registration 

 
C. Community notification risk level classification 

• Levy I, II and III notification requirements 
• Offense-based classification vs. risk-based classification 
• Out of state and federal convictions 

 
D. Low risk offenders 

• Juvenile offenses 
• Community-based treatment – SSOSA and SODA cases 
• Level I offenders 

 
Attachments 
 

1. Federal law related to sex offenders in federally subsidized housing 
 42 U.S. Code Sec 13663 
 24 CFR 982.553 
2. Offenses requiring sex offender registration in Washington State 
3. Youth who commit sex offenses, Facts and Fiction (Justice Policy Institute) 
4. The negative impact of registries on you, Why are youth different from adults? (Justice Policy 

Institute) 
5. Sex Offender Sentencing in Washington State: Special Sex Offender Sentencing Alternative Trends 

(Washington State Institute for Public Policy, January 2006) 
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