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• design alaskan way to function as a good urban street for 
all users, similar to first ave. downtown;

• provide effective regional transportation connections;

• integrate the street into the overall design for the 
waterfront and center city circulation 

balance travel needS and Place-maKing



Street deSign elementS
main corridor south of union

• two general purpose vehicle lanes in each direction;

• north-south bicycle route;

• pedestrian crossings and promenade;

• curb space for parking, deliveries, etc.;

• transit service and connections;

• ferry access; 

• freight route



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
functionS of the Street
july 2012



SouthweSt tranSit Pathway 

• today, buSeS from SouthweSt 
communitieS acceSS downtown 
uSing the viaduct (awv).

• after viaduct demo, buSeS will 
acceSS downtown uSing alaSKan 
way

• during the Pm PeaK Period, 
uP to 50 buSeS Per hour will 
uSe alaSKan way in the PeaK 
direction, and 30 in the off 
PeaK direction, the corridor 
ServeS over 22,000 riderS a day, 
including raPidride c and d lineS



(1) options include:

• historic streetcar

• modern streetcar

• rubber tire

(2) shares general purpose lane

local waterfront tranSit
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main corridor
South of union

main corridor north of union
(dec 2013)

central Public SPace
(feb 2014)railroad way
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main corridor south of union
S. King St. to union St. 

legend
main corridor, south of union
waterfront promenade
east-west streets
roadway
l.p.s.



m
ad

is
o

n
 s

t

m
ar

io
n

 s
t

co
lu

m
b

ia
 s

t

ye
sl

er
 w

ay

w
as

hi
ng

to
n 

st

m
ai

n 
st

Ja
ck

so
n 

st

ki
ng

 s
t

sp
r

in
g

 s
t

se
n

ec
a 

st

u
n

iv
er

si
ty

 s
t

u
n

io
n

 s
t

pi
k

e 
st

pi
n

e 
st

st
ew

ar
t 

st

vi
rg

in
ia

 s
t

le
n

or
a 

st

b
la

n
ch

ar
d

 s
t

main corridor south of union
core Project

legend

cycle track

waterfront promenade
east-west streets

roadway
l.p.s.

intersections



alaSKan way deSign
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
3 Street SegmentS

legend

s. king st. to yesler way (8 lanes)

yesler way to spring st. (4 lanes + loading)

spring st. to union st.  (4 lanes + parking)

1

1

2

2

3

3

main corridor



(2) ferry Queuing lanes - 10’ ea

(2) southwest transit pathway - 12’ ea

(4) general purpose lanes - 11’ ea

(1) 2-way cycle track - 12’

(1) sidewalk / cycle track buffer - 8’

(2) SOUTHWEST TRANSIT PATHWAY - 12 EA

(4) gENERAL PURPOSE LANES SHAREd W/ 
WATERfRONT TRANSIT - 11’ EA

(2) LOAdINg - 10’ EA

(1) 2-WAY CYCLE TRACK - 12’

(1) SIdEWALK / CYCLE TRACK BUffER - 8’

(4) gENERAL pURpOSE LANES ShAREd w/ 
wAtERfRONt tRANSit - 11’ EA

(2) pARkiNg - 8’ EA

(1) 2-wAy CyCLE tRACk - 12’

(1) SidEwALk / CyCLE tRACk BUffER - 8’

available Public r.o.w. = 180’ AVAILABLE PUBLIC R.O.W. = 180’ AVAILABLE PUBLIC R.O.W. = 180’

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY

1

1
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3

3

functionS of the Street (Per city direction)
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Pier 48

colman docK

S. King St. to yeSler way
october 2013 - current layout



0’ 200’ 400’ n100’50’

legend

median

PedeStrian croSSing

ferry lane
waterfront tranSit 
(in a Shared lane)

SwtP lane

cycle tracK croSSing

ProPoSed tranSit StoP

drive acceSS

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
ParK avenue, new yorK city



15’
SidewalK SidewalKmedian

total road width

10’ 10’ 10’ 10’ 10’ 10’ 10’ 10’ 15’25’

105’

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY

0’ 16’ 32’8’4’

legend

PedeStrian realm

ParK avenue, new yorK city



relative SidewalK Scale

buffer treatmentmedian treatmentS

interSection treatmentS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
chamPS elySeeS, PariS



0’ 16’ 32’8’4’

legend

PedeStrian realm
SPill-outSPill-out PromenadePromenade

total road width

10’10’10’ 10’10’10’ 10’10’ 10’10’ 30’30’ 40’40’

100’

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
chamPS elySeeS, PariS



relative SidewalK Scale

buffer treatmentmedian treatmentS

interSection treatmentS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
PaSeo de la reforma, mexico city



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY

SidewalKSidewalK biKe
lane

biKe
lane

buffer

total road width

11’11’ 11’ 11’10’10’10’10’10’10’ 5’

87’

145’

8’8’ 25’25’ 9’ 9’

0’ 16’ 32’8’4’

legend

PedeStrian realm

PaSeo de la reforma, mexico city



relative SidewalK Scale

buffer treatmentmedian treatmentS

interSection treatmentS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
avenida PauliSta, Sao Paulo



SidewalKmedianSidewalK
10’10’10’10’10’10’10’10’ 30’12’30’

0’ 16’ 32’8’4’

legend

PedeStrian realm

total road width
92’

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
avenida PauliSta, Sao Paulo



relative SidewalK Scale

buffer treatmentmedian treatmentS

interSection treatmentS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
PaSSeig de gracia, barcelona



SidewalKSidewalK bufferbuffer
10’ 10’ 10’10’10’10’10’ 10’10’ 10’ 45’20’ 12’12’

0’ 16’ 32’8’4’

legend

PedeStrian realm

total road width

60’

124’

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
PaSSeig de gracia, barcelona



relative SidewalK Scale

buffer treatmentmedian treatmentS

interSection treatmentS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
michigan avenue, chicago



SidewalKSidewalK

median

total road width

11’ 11’ 11’ 11’ 11’ 11’ 12’12’ 10’

30’30’

10’ 8’8’ 16’

82’

0’ 16’ 32’8’4’

legend

PedeStrian realm

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
michigan avenue, chicago



relative SidewalK Scale

buffer treatmentmedian treatmentS

interSection treatmentS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
PennSylvania ave., waShington d.c.



SidewalKSidewalK biKe

total road width

11’11’11’ 11’ 10’10’10’10’ 12’35’ 10’

100’

0’ 16’ 32’8’4’

legend

PedeStrian realm

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
PennSylvania ave., waShington d.c.



relative SidewalK Scale

buffer treatmentmedian treatmentS

interSection treatmentS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaYstreet design
beSt PracticeS for large StreetS deSign

1. adequate SidewalK Scale relative to the Street Scale

2. adequate buffer between PedeStrianS and traffic 

3. PedeStrian oriented interSection treatment

4. deSigned medianS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
S. King St. to S. main St.
(4 laneS nb, 4 laneS Sb)

P.  l. 
30’44’

44’16’12’
4’ 4’

8’
var. SidewalK

nb trafficK

Sb trafficK

S. King St.

S. jacKSon St.

S. waShington St.

SidewalKcycle
tracK

Plantedbuffer

Planted median



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY

30’12’12’ 11’11’11’ 11’ varieS 10’
SwtPgPgPgPgP fqturn

PocKet/
median

SwtP
16’

4’ 8’

varieS
medianSidewalK

buffer

SidewalK

buffer

cycle
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P.   l. 
legend

S. King St. to S. main St.
(4 laneS nb, 4 laneS Sb)

swtp lane
ferry Queueing lane
general purpose

4’
buffer



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY

0’

general PurPoSe

median

october 2013 - current deSign
(total: 100’)

ferry acceSS/queuing

20’ 40’ 60’ 80’ 100’ 120’

24’ 54’ 10’ 12’

SouthweSt tranSit Pathway

S. King St. to S. main St.
S. jacKSon St. + S. main St.



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
S. King St. to S. main St.
(4 laneS nb, 4 laneS Sb)



S. main St.

S. waShington St.

yeSler way

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
S. main St. to yeSler way 
(5 laneS nb, 3 laneS Sb)

P.  l. 
30’54’

16’12’
4’ 4’

8’

18’ min.

SidewalK
nb trafficK

SidewalKcycle
tracK

Planted
buffer

Planted 
median

34’
Sb trafficK
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY

legend

swtp lane
ferry Queueing lane
general purpose

S. main St. to yeSler way 
(5 laneS nb, 3 laneS Sb)



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY

0’

general PurPoSe

median

october 2013 - current deSign
(total: 104’)

ferry acceSSS/queuing

SouthweSt tranSit Pathway

20’ 40’ 60’ 80’ 100’ 120’

24’ 44’ 20’ 16’

S. main St. to yeSler way
S. main St. + yeSler way



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
S. main St. to yeSler way 
(5 laneS nb, 3 laneS Sb)



SwtP

SwtP

ferry

median

general PurPoSe

<  S. waShington St.  >

SidewalK

Side-walK

cycle tracK

buffer

Planted buffer

16’ SidewalK/
Sb SwtP StoP

Pier 48

waShington St. 
boat landing 8’ Planted buffer

14’ PedeStrian croSSing

Pavement change, marKing 
PedeStrian oriented interSection

general PurPoSe

P

continuouS 20’ SidewalK
6’ Street tree buffer

deSigned median 

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
S. waShington St. interSection



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
S. waShington St. interSection



(2) FERRY QUEUING LANES - 10’ EA

(2) SOUTHWEST TRANSIT PATHWAY - 12’ EA

(4) GENERAL PURPOSE LANES - 11’ EA

(1) 2-WAY CYCLE TRACK - 12’

(1) SIDEWALK / CYCLE TRACK BUFFER - 8’

(2) southwest transit pathway - 12 ea

(4) general purpose lanes shared w/ 
waterfront transit - 11’ ea

(2) loading - 10’ ea

(1) 2-way cycle track - 12’

(1) sidewalk / cycle track buffer - 8’

(4) gENERAL pURpOSE LANES ShAREd w/ 
wAtERfRONt tRANSit - 11’ EA

(2) pARkiNg - 8’ EA

(1) 2-wAy CyCLE tRACk - 12’

(1) SidEwALk / CyCLE tRACk BUffER - 8’

AVAILABLE PUBLIC R.O.W. = 180’ available Public r.o.w. = 180’ AVAILABLE PUBLIC R.O.W. = 180’

1

1

2

2

3

3

functionS of the Street (Per city direction)
main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
yeSler way to SPring St.
october 2013 - current deSign
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
yeSler way to SPring St.
october 2013 = current Street deSign fuctionS
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
yeSler way to SPring St.
october 2013 = current deSign curb allocation



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
ferry terminal Plaza, new yorK city



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
ada/cycle tracK/tranSit StoP, vancouver



buS/tranSit loading area

cycle tracK clear, integrated  directional information



Signature gateway Signage

KioSKS + gathering areaS

furniShing

diSPlay featureS



yeSler way

columbia St.

marion St.

SPring St.

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
yeSler way to SPring St.
(2 laneS nb, 2 laneS Sb + 2 loading)
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legend

loading
waterfront transit (shared)
general purpose

yeSler way to SPring St.
(2 laneS nb, 2 laneS Sb + 2 loading)



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY

0’

general PurPoSe

median

october 2013 deSign uPdate
(total: 86)

ferry queuing

SouthweSt tranSit Patway

waterfront tranSit 

ParKing

20’ 40’ 60’ 80’ 100’ 120’

22’ 10’
55’

22-24’ Shared with 
waterfront tranSit

yeSler way to SPring St.



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
yeSler way to SPring St.
(2 laneS nb, 2 laneS Sb + 2 ParKing/loading)



SwtP

SwtP

ferry
general PurPoSe

SidewalK

cycle tracK

Promenade

< Pioneer Square beach

buffer

Pioneer Square beach

cycle tracK croSSing
14’ PedeStrian  croSSing

8’ Planted buffer

colman docK ferry 
entrance/exit

PedeStrian croSSing gathering area

general PurPoSe
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
yeSler way interSection



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
yeSler way interSection



(2) FERRY QUEUING LANES - 10’ EA

(2) SOUTHWEST TRANSIT PATHWAY - 12’ EA

(4) GENERAL PURPOSE LANES - 11’ EA

(1) 2-WAY CYCLE TRACK - 12’

(1) SIDEWALK / CYCLE TRACK BUFFER - 8’

(2) SOUTHWEST TRANSIT PATHWAY - 12 EA

(4) gENERAL PURPOSE LANES SHAREd W/ 
WATERfRONT TRANSIT - 11’ EA

(2) LOAdINg - 10’ EA

(1) 2-WAY CYCLE TRACK - 12’

(1) SIdEWALK / CYCLE TRACK BUffER - 8’

(4) general purpose lanes shared w/ 
waterfront transit - 11’ ea

(2) parking - 8’ ea

(1) 2-way cycle track - 12’

(1) sidewalk / cycle track buffer - 8’

AVAILABLE PUBLIC R.O.W. = 180’ AVAILABLE PUBLIC R.O.W. = 180’ available Public r.o.w. = 180’

1

1

2

2

3

3

functionS of the Street (Per city direction)
main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
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madiSon St. to union St.
october 2013 = current deSign



un
iv

er
Si

ty
 S

t.

0’ 200’ 400’ n100’50’

legend

median

drive acceSS

PedeStrian croSSing

cycle tracK croSSing

waterfront tranSit
(Shared)

SP
ri

n
g 

St
.

alaSKan way

weStern ave.

Se
n

ec
a 

St
.

un
iv

er
Si

ty
 S

t.

un
io

n
 S

t.

union Street 
Pier

Pier 57Pier 56Pier 55Pier 54

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
madiSon St. to union St.
october 2013 = current deSign Street functionS
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madiSon St. to union St.
october 2013 = current deSign curb allocationS



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
quai branly, PariS



Planted buffer

framing the Street

furniShing buffer

PedeStrian oriented interSectionS



SPring St.

Seneca St.

univerSity St.

union St.

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
SPring St. to union St. 
(2 laneS nb , 2 laneS Sb + 2 ParKing)
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main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
SPring St. to union St. 
(2 laneS nb, 2 laneS Sb + 2 ParKing/loading)

20’8’10’ 12’11’12’ 11’
ParKingwf tranS. +

gP
wf tranS. +

gP

8’12’

4’3’

varieS
median

tideline Promenade
Side-
walK

Side-
walK

buffer

cycle
 tracK P.   l. 

legend

parking
waterfront transit (shared)
general purpose

ParKing/
loading



main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
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median

october 2013 deSign uPdate
(total: 76)
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20’ 40’ 60’ 80’ 100’ 120’
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22-24’ Shared with 
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SPring St. to union St.
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SPring St. to union St. 
(2 laneS nb , 2 laneS Sb + 2 ParKing)
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union St. interSection



union St. interSection
main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY



cycle tracK concePt

SEATTLE WATERFRONTCYCLE TRACK

the bay ring

PedeStrianS

vehicleS

cycliStS

main corridor south of union | aLasKan WaY
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typical planting at pioneer sQuare

Street treeSStreet treeS
Planted terrace 

treeS
Planted terrace 

treeS

ShrubS groundcover, 
graSSeS + PerennialS

groundcover, 
graSSeS + PerennialS

shrubs bioretention

shoreline terrace trees shoreline grasses, perennials and driftwood
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typical planting at transit hub

Street treeSStreet treeSPlanted terrace 
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street trees groundcover, grasses and perennials
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typical planting at the historic piers
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