
Welcome!
The purpose of this open house is to:

Agenda

Describe the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process

Inform you about the alternative routes and how they will be evaluated

Answer questions to help you make informed comments when the Draft EIS is released

6 – 6:30 PM – Open House (view boards and talk with staff)

6:30 – 7 PM – Presentation

7 - 7:15 PM – Q&A Session

7:15 – 8 PM – Open House (view boards and talk with staff)

8 PM – Adjourn

More project information available at: www.seattle.gov/transportation/bgt_ballard.htm
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More project information available at: www.seattle.gov/transportation/bgt_ballard.htm

The State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) helps decision-
makers and the public understand how a proposal will affect the environment 
through a process to identify probable environmental impacts that may result from 
governmental decisions. 

State and local agencies are required by SEPA to consider the likely environmental 
consequences before a proposed project is approved, denied or modified to reduce 
likely impacts. 

The EIS for the Burke-Gilman 
Trail Missing Link will: 

Evaluate Build Alternatives to complete 
the Missing Link and compare them to 
a No Build Alternative

Describe and document the 
environmental studies conducted for 
the project

Describe potential adverse impacts 
and whether those impacts would be 
significant

Describe mitigation measures 
proposed to reduce the potential 
adverse impacts

BURKE-GILMAN TRAIL MISSING LINK 
What is an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)?
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BURKE-GILMAN TRAIL MISSING LINK 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Process
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More project information available at: www.seattle.gov/transportation/bgt_ballard.htm

BURKE-GILMAN TRAIL MISSING LINK 
Project Schedule



More project information available at: www.seattle.gov/transportation/bgt_ballard.htm

BURKE-GILMAN TRAIL MISSING LINK 
Map of Alternatives
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*More detailed Discipline Reports will be prepared for these elements. 

FISH & WILDLIFE

*LAND, SHORELINE USE & 
*ECONOMICS

RECREATION

GEOLOGY & SOILS

AIR QUALITY & 
GREENHOUSE GAS

*CULTURAL RESOURCES

UTILITIES

*TRANSPORTATION & 
*PARKING

More project information available at: www.seattle.gov/transportation/bgt_ballard.htm

BURKE-GILMAN TRAIL MISSING LINK 
EIS Elements of the Environment



Route Preference
Number of Comment Letters Supporting

Shilshole Avenue NW
 953

Leary Avenue 
NW / NW Leary 
Way: 78

General support 
of a trail (no route 
specified): 49

Ballard Avenue 
NW: 29

Other streets 
(not listed): 13
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Leading Concerns Raised in the   
Comment Letters

Safety concerns
Keep industrial corridor
Parking concerns
Project proceeding too slowly
Trail would be good for economy

More project information available at: www.seattle.gov/transportation/bgt_ballard.htm
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Scoping Summary
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More project information available at: www.seattle.gov/transportation/bgt_ballard.htm

BURKE-GILMAN TRAIL MISSING LINK 
Project Timeline History

2014 Bicycle Master 
Plan identifies Burke-

Gilman Trail Missing 
Link as a priority

2014

20051999

2008

City Council 
directs SDOT 
to evaluate 
alternatives for 
Missing Link; 
SDOT initiates 
Ballard Corridor 
Design Study

2001
SDOT completes 
Ballard Corridor 
Design Study

November: SDOT 
conducts environmental 

review; Determination 
of Non-Significance 

(DNS) issued.
SDOT holds design 

proposal open house

2003
City aquires Ballard 
Line from Adventure 
Trails

1998

June: First Hearing 
Examiner (HE) 
Decision:
DNS affirmed

2009

March: Second KCSC Decision - Second 
Order of Remand, requiring additional 
design and study of Shilshole Segment

April: Revised DNS reissued with 
further design of Shilshole Segment

August: Third Hearing Examiner 
Decision - Reissued Revised DNS 
remanded for preparation of an EIS 
related to “traffic hazards” on the 
Shilshole Segment 

September: Third Complaint filed in 
KCSC, challenging Hearing Examiner’s 
decision and requesting the City be 
required to prepare a full EIS 

Fall/Winter: SDOT and Mayor McGinn 
commit to preparing a full EIS for 
the Missing Link and go forward with 
interim safety improvement projects 

2012 L

20062000

2010

SDOT commences 
scoping for the EIS 
in July and holds 
public meeting 
August 8 

2013

SDOT gathers 
public input

2002

Adventure Trails 
purchases the 
Ballard Line (NW 
54th Street) from 
BNSF

1997
Council adopts 
Resolution 30583 
identifying a 
preferred route

2004

City Council 
adopts 2007 
Bicycle 
Master Plan 
recommending 
completion of the 
BGT Missing Link

2007
February: Revised 
DNS issued

July: Second 
Hearing Examiner 
Decision:
Revised DNS 
affirmed

2011
Draft EIS 
preparation

2015

July:  Appellants 
request review 
by the Court 
of Appeals; 
Discretionary 
Review is denied

June:  First King 
County Superior 
Court (KCSC) 
Decision: Order 
of Remand for 
“piecemealing” 
requiring 
additional study 
of Shilshole 
Segment 
(Shilshole 
between 17th 
Avenue NW 
and NW Vernon 
Place)

$


