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An interdisciplinary effort to create voluntary 

national guidelines and a rating system for 

sustainable land design, construction and 

maintenance practices for landscapes of all 

types, with or without buildings 

TM 
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SITES is similar to LEED™ for green buildings,  
but focused on site and landscape best practices. 



Framework: protect and regenerate ecosystem services 
                     nature as model, measure, and mentor 
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Sustainable Sites Initiative  
Guiding Principles 

• Do no harm 

• Use the precautionary principle  

• Design with nature and culture  

• Use a decision-making hierarchy of           
preservation, restoration and regeneration 

• Provide regenerative systems as  

    intergenerational equity 

• Support a living process 

• Use a systems thinking approach 

• Use a collaborative and ethical approach 

• Maintain integrity in leadership and research  

• Instill a sense of stewardship 
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Credit Categories    Similar to LEED™, SITES defines 
Prerequisites and Credits to rate site design, construction, and operations. 

 
     

Construction       21 poss. points 
Minimize effects of construction-related activities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     

Site Selection      21 poss. points 
Preserve existing resources and repair damaged systems 

 
     

Pre-Design Assessment and Planning    4 poss. points 
Plan for sustainability from the onset of the project 

 
     

Site Design – Water     44 poss. points 
Protect and restore site’s processes and systems 

 
     

Site Design – Soil and Vegetation    51 poss. points 
 Protect and restore site’s processes and systems 

 
     

Site Design – Materials Selection    36 poss. points 
Reuse/recycle and support sustainable production practices 

 
     

Site Design – Human Health and Well-Being   
Build communities and a sense of stewardship    32 poss. points 

 
     

Operations and Maintenance     23 poss. points 
Maintain the site for long-term sustainability 

 
     

Monitoring and Innovation      18 poss. points 
Reward exceptional performance 
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Site Design –  
Soils and Vegetation 

Guidelines and Performance Benchmarks 2009 



Sustainable Sites Guidelines  
Project Applications 
• parks, trails, campgrounds 
•   industrial and office parks  
•   university & medical  
• govt. & military facilities 

(SITES-based Federal guidelines  
to be released soon) 

 
 

•   conservation easements 
•   botanical gardens 
•   residential sites 
•   streetscapes & plazas 
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•  162 Registered Pilot Projects 
•  Range of project types and sizes, geographic diversity 
•  Certified Pilot Projects to inform Reference Guide 
 

High Point, Seattle, Washington 

SITES Pilot Program  2010-2012 
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LEED® 

SITES guidelines 
used without 
certification  

Options for SITES tool 

SITES  Certification  
starting 2013 after pilots 

Goal: Widest Possible Use of SITES Guidelines & Performance 
Benchmarks  

SITES 
incorporated 

in LEED® 2012 

SITES Options 



How can I learn more about Sustainable Sites? 
  The website!  www.sustainablesites.org  
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• Background 

• Case studies 

• Guidelines   
  (rating system)  

• Pilot projects 

• and more! 
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Each credit or 
prerequisite includes: 
•  Credit Intent & Benefits 
•  Requirements 
•  Submittal Documentation 
•  Potential Technologies  
 and Strategies 
•  Links to other Credits 
•  Resources 

Learn more at 
www.sustainablesites.org  

http://www.sustainablesites.org/�


For more information, please visit:  
www.sustainablesites.org  

 
Sign up for email updates at 

www.sustainablesites.org/email  
or email 

info@sustainablesites.org 
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