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Our mission, vision, and core values

Committed to 5 core values to 
create a city that is:
• Safe
• Interconnected
• Affordable
• Vibrant
• Innovative

For all

Mission: deliver a high-quality 
transportation system for 
Seattle

Vision: connected people, 
places, and products
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A vibrant city is one where 
the streets and sidewalks 
hum with activity.
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Public space is the 
backdrop for our: 
• Everyday routines
• Culture
• Community
• Social activities
• Physical activity
• Civic life

“Activity that takes 
place in everyday 
public spaces – on 
streets, in parks and 
plazas, and in spaces 
between buildings”
-Gehl Institute

Public Life is…
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Positive Public Life 
Encourages: 
• Social interactions 
• Improved health & well-

being
• Economic benefits



Department of Transportation

Opportunity Statement

•Measure SDOT’s core value of vibrancy to provide initial 
benchmark to track the performance of public space activity

•Equip SDOT with data to inform public realm investments, 
compare across neighborhoods, and understand what makes 
a successful public space
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Public Life Data Protocol
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Public Life Data Protocol
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2017 Beta Phase

• Initial test of PLDP on small number of 
block faces in center city

•Key findings
• Users of the space 

• S Jackson St had high age diversity (21% 
youth and senior)

• Bell St had low female presence (24% of all 
staying still) 

•Use of infrastructure
• Similar stationary activity levels, even 

though more pedestrian activity and seating 
available on Bell St 

Bell St

S Jackson St

73 public seats

0 public seats
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2018 Study Objectives

To understand:
• How many people are passing 

through? How many are 
lingering? 

• What types of activities are 
observed?

• How is pedestrian 
infrastructure utilized?



Department of Transportation

2018 Study Design

•Data collection: July – September
•108 block faces across 38 
neighborhoods

•Each block face visited 8 times 
during peak periods (weekends 
and weekdays)
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Activity 
volumes
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Activity 
Volumes
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Activity 
Volumes
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Linger Factor
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Public Space Users
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Public Space Users
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Activities
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Chinatown/ID: Maynard Ave S
Case study examples? High performing v low performing streets?

CID2 v SLU3
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South Lake Union: Fairview Ave N
Case study examples? High performing v low performing streets?

CID2 v SLU3
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Customer-facing 
businesses

Public seats 
present

Hourly ped 
average

Stationary 
activity

4 7

4
Average seat 

occupancy 63%

34

13%

221 302

62 125

Chinatown/ID: 
Maynard Ave S

South Lake Union: 
Fairview Ave N

(62 not waiting for transit)
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60% 27%

61%

52%

33%

37%

18% 1%

55% 34%

Chinatown/ID: 
Maynard Ave S

South Lake Union: 
Fairview Ave N

Extroverted
activity

Traveling in
groups

Youth and 
elderly presence

Persons of color 
presence

Female
presence



Gehl’s
12 urban 
quality 
criteria
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Making Public Life Data Useable and Available

• Sharing data
• User-friendly interface
• Open Data Portal 

(Socrata)
• Applying data to SDOT work

• Strategic Metrics 
• Complete Streets
• Data driven prioritization 

of pedestrian realm 
improvements

https://public.tableau.com/profile/city.of.seattle.open.data.program#!/vizhome/2018_public_life/Overview
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2019 Program – Next Steps
• Pursue collaboration 

opportunities with community 
partners (DSA, UW, CHH)

• Advance technology innovations 
with our Gehl partners

• Serve as central repository for 
data collected across the city

• Establish a framework for Public 
Realm Action Plans 

Sidewalk Labs data collection app (CommonSpace) 
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Questions?

susan.mclaughlin@seattle.gov | (206) 733-9649
SDOTpubliclife@seattle.gov

www.seattle.gov/transportation


	Public Life Study in Seattle
	Our mission, vision, and core values
	Slide Number 3
	Public Life is…
	Positive Public Life Encourages: 
	Opportunity Statement
	Public Life Data Protocol
	Public Life Data Protocol
	2017 Beta Phase
	2018 Study Objectives
	2018 Study Design
	Activity volumes
	Slide Number 13
	Activity Volumes
	Linger Factor
	Public Space Users
	Slide Number 17
	Activities
	Chinatown/ID: Maynard Ave S
	South Lake Union: Fairview Ave N
	Chinatown/ID: Maynard Ave S
	Chinatown/ID: Maynard Ave S
	Gehl’s�12 urban quality criteria
	Making Public Life Data Useable and Available
	2019 Program – Next Steps
	Questions?

